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THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE STRATEGIC S T U D I E S  REPORT ABSTRACT 

Title: =he Soviet Cou~terpr,rpagamda Campaign 

quthor: Thomas S, Zysk, Comrnar, d e r ,  USN 

Date: March 1985 

This study adresses the 

can~pai g~. Soviez er,phasis 

ir~ter.sified by the i_~_~de.~s .::f 

Cour:t er p~-opagar~da is used 

influence or, the ir, t err:al 

in~portar~tly it is used 

societal amd syst e'r.ic 

currer, t 

the 

Soviet cour, t e~propagar, da 

cou~,t er ~'opa~ ar;da has been 

Soviet Ur. ior, i~ the eighties. 

by the Soviets to .:our.te. ~- fo~eiqm 

a~airs of the Sov!_=t U',-:i:;-: but "nor_= 

lay k. la~;,e elsew~.ere ÷o.- a '~,:..=.t ,::~ 

it, cevie~ir~ the cur.~er t 

o:,,zr.te;--pro~aga.~da can;paigr~ we ~evelop a:~ a~,'eciatlo~, ~or the 

in~.=-r.a ' ~  . ~ ~ pr.:,b!erns which are r;~r,~t . . . . .  '~r,r-~isorne tn ~he~ " ea~e---~i~ , = p .:,~ 

the Soviet U~ion. The issues c: ~ natier.alisr.,, lar:quage. ~-~'i~i:_n~; 

cor, t act with For iegr, e.-s, a~.d y:,vt 5 a~-e ~ r":b i e,'r s whi_-h have 

~ot ivat ed the Sovie~ to :.nt ensi ,~y ~n :.s ca.,.~a ~ ~r~ These 

• D'r'blemic- issues a--e _=×_~::~i ~.=~__ ir~ iigh ~. :9.; h,-w they ._~--~_ deal ~ with 

in cour, te'~oro2a~_ar.da :e-'-~.~. Sr~ add ~÷. .ion, the 2~ear:s w~'~:--.~, wesherm 

influer.ce per, ebrates S.::v'=*~_~ =~o~iety . . . . . . .  wi '~ be di~cu--s =~ with Sowiet 

cot:certes in ~his rega-4 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Title: The Soviet Cour~terpropagamda Campaig~ 

Since the early nineteer, eighties the Soviet leadership has 

directed a stepped up counterpropaganda campaign to cour, t er 

west err, influence on their society. By studying this 

counterpropaganda carnpaigm we learn n~ore than the extent of 

western influence on Soviet society., We gain an appreciation for 

societal and syste~.lic problen:s ~,~-,_nm the prospective of their 

leadership. Counterpropa~ar, da is often used to lay the blame on 

external sources for societal ~-'ob!e~s as well as an ideological 

scapegoat for syste,,~ic ~rc-b~e:~s. 

The Soviets speak ir~ ~he~r. _ ii*erature~ ._..-= counterpropaga~da as a 

psychological war ~o courter subvers:ve prc, paga~da origlr~atir, g 

from the west. These efforts follow two basi- ~ prir;ciples. Or, e 

is the unmasking or disclcsi-g 

propaganda a~d the ,:;~,~." :~ .... 

western influence. 

the .'rapt ivat ic:r~s beh ~_~d wester~ 

build an ideological i ~,-ur;ity to, 

The Soviets a d  - ~ . _  . =everal 

count erpropa~ar, da c a ' : : ~ .  : ~ ~ . Oc.e 

nationalities and 1 .~r,~..:ages that are 

"internationalizatiorE" of t~el.r society. 

,~aj or i ss,ies ir~ their 

is the diverse ethr. ic 

a hurdle to the 

West e.~-n influence is 

iv 



l i n k e d  t o  v a r i o u s  f o r ~ s  o f  r : a t i o n a l i s t i c  i d e r : t i t y  i n  t~e  

coun te rp ropaganda campaign. The nex t  i s sue  i s  r e l i g i o r , .  Because 

o f  an o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  o f  a the ism,  the  S o v i e t s  f e e l  a s s a u l t e d  or, 

the religious front. Catholicism, Zionism, ~siam, etc. 

undesireable forces i ~, the Soviet Ur~ic,~. 

used to combat their spread. As 

count erpropaganda campaigr, the So, riots 

. ~ - e  

Cou,~t er propagar, da is 

a res:~It of the 

have payed c ! oser 

Nith youth 

pervasive i~ 

to be the 

attention to contacts with foreigners who are another source of 

unwanted intrusion on their s,-,ciety. The last issue is the major 

comcerm. The susceDtibility o -~ youth to undesired imF!uemce. 

There is a real fascir, ati-,r, by your,.~er Russians 

~ulture Jr, the ,aest. -he yo~.!th issue is the nlost 

cc:ur:terpropagarda ;~ritir:~ hc,~eve.', it also appears 

least effective amour'~ yc,~ith, therefore ';he ~reatest concern. 

The Soviets see foreig-: ir~f'uer, ce it, sc, ci_=ty beir:g c,har, r:eled 

th~.ough emiqrant c:_-,r:~ect i,z,~s, suh~versive ! i t erat'.~re, f,-,~-e i c~ 

contacts and electronic ~edia. Radio is the g.~-eatest s.-,urce ,_-,F 

By studying the di-ect i.:'r' ':f the cour, terpropa~ a~'da ,::re gets a 

feeling for the raw re ,~ : ?= the Soviet :eadership. It becor;.es 

c, bvious that a conve-: : "  - , - , /  =,=:r the S.-,viet leadership to deal 

~ith societal probl er''~ ~- assail the Ur, ited States, ca3LtalLsr~ 

ar:d ~estern standarcs. 

V 



INTRODUCTION 

The word count erpropagar, da has resour, ded im the Soviet 

lexicon in recent y-=acs definir~.g a =ocus :,r, issues -:f 

concern within the Soviet Ur, ic, rE. Counterpropaganda is the 

~eir~terp,-etatien of Westerr, ir~fluer, ce or: Soviet society. 

The purpose of this paQe~" ~ill be to examine the currer, t 

S,z, viet _~ounterpropagarda ~a;~Qai~n and the areas to ~hich 

._~o~z~terpropa~ar~da is aF~iied, it will provide quotes from 

~oviet literature to ilve rye ~'eader the flavor of Soviet 

c:~ u n t er 9r,i.= a ~ a.~d a star e.~er.t s. By ex a~'. i ~ i .~.g 

~'~-.,- ar.da ~e :-.z,=e e .'. ~i ~ ~ ~_,:.,.,.- ~ _, ~ ._.pa~ . y , . ~air, at: appre=.iat i,_-,r; . --~r 

?~bse tr-..--i-,er-ces ,_'-.:n ~r,:!~-.. society whic:- coc, cerr the Soviet 

.'. -2ad_=-sh i p. 

~he ~o~'d p'ropagar~ca :.~ ..iti!iz_=d :;~or-= i.', the Catholic 

s e n s e  it: the Soviet ur . -  ~ s  a r,~ear;S =~ " : ~-r ed'icatir~ people i~ 

a doctrine. Fo:- t h  .J-i_-,r: it is helpf=l t:, exar,lir, e how 

the Soviets de#i~e -~a~a~da. 

A Soviet 

cour~t erpropa~. = -° 

"...dream of -~ _ 

Sovlet power" . _ 

military par=t/ 

act ive!y -~se ~.- ...... 

_~ ~-'. 1 di=t i or~a~'y cef i r, es 

atc,'.~t ' the destruct_:_,~4 ~ _-~-F 

J -~dit ions De a~.prox i~at e 

;. jSS,W arid USA, they ev_~rmcre 

• ~ o  ).:reoses :~:ear, s o? ideology 

- £ - 



and above a l l  propaganda. 

By its content a~d ferrns, ceumterpropa~a~da 

inside the country is an orgamic part of the 

ideological, political, labor, moral, and 

patriotic training, in the process of 

counterpropaganda work is a=hieved the propaganda 

of the ideas of Marxism-Lenism, scientific 

socialism, the ~ra=tice o~ real socialism, its 

achievements and also its superiorities as 
compared to capitalism, the unmasking of the 

reactionamy comtemt of a~ti-ce~mumism of the #orms 

ar, d ~ethods o~ the u~de~ir, ing activity c:f 

imperialist propaganda centers. 

The Boals at, d tasks of counterpropaganda are 

to deve!ope habits and the ability to carry out an 

a:tive st~us~le against the penetration of harmful 

ideo!o~y amd propaganda imt¢ Soviet society; and 

develop amou~ Soviet ~eople a demand for an 

interest i~ the ideolo~i=a! strugle against 

ar, ta~c:r, istlc ideology and practice and any 

~egative phenomena in our reality. 

.] 

,_ . _. _~ ._,: couDterp~'c:~a~ar~da is the 

daily p r-opa~ar, da :-,= the success and acbieven:er, ts 

o~ socialism, its s~pe~-ior it y over capit a! is,'~. 
The :-~e~r~ ~_ o = "~'ass ir:fc, r,~'~ !or~ " iterature a.~d art, 

by rneth~-.ds accesible to all, ~arry ':,ut prc:pac~an~a 

,z~ = the S:iviet way ,:,e li=.e by ~-r- - ~ • " =.. e~ s~he.-.ir,.q Jr; the 
_~.-,r, scir_':.~sness :-:,= Soviet ;e,-?ies fidelity to the 

ideas of con~m:in i mr.1 ar;d by deve!opin~ in them 

...... ,~ ....... st co~v ~ ~ti-.r:. At the ~ame ti~e the task 

oe ~:-o~a~a~da is to u.~.mask the react ior.ary essence 
of i:~pera!ism arid the b,_-,ur~oui~ ~ay of ii~_=." 

at the November ~9-C" Cer.t ral Co~!:nit tee Pier, um o, ~ the 

- 3 - 



Communist Party of the Soviet Uniom 

Konst ant in Cherner:ko reiterated the 

counterpropaganda work by focusin~ increased 

the subject. Cherr, enko noted i~ his address 

1983 Comr~.umist Party o, = 

D 1 er, u.m "that imperialist 

socialism outweighs their 

common sense as well , 

i nt er.'t i :_~r~s of medal ir~ ir "he internal 

socialist co-.'.r:tries , it; hopes of doir:g 

sociesal system, i r. fo:-.q'at ion-propa~,anda 

by Yuri Andropov. 

. ~ e e d  ~: . . . .  

attent ion o n  

at +.he Jur:e 

the Soviet Ur:ior, ~entral 3omn~ittee 

'haw;<s' whose class hatred of 

sense o; real ity , and somet i~es 

are refusing to abar~don their 

affairs of the 

damage to their 

i nt er vent i o r ~  by 

irr~eria!is~n against ~c---! ~ ~¢c. ial= ism pu,~-sues the task. c;f 

Prom i d ~ " • , . . . . .  _q a psezd:2id;e,zl.::~ical f,2undatio,~ :it, tier the po ~ icy o f  

ex ~a:,sl or~ i s',. it. ~-= ~.~i ! i t a,'y-strat eg " , pcl it i=al ,ar:~ 

~_c,:,-~=r.~i,~ .do:c.air;s .... It. is ~,ec.es~ary t=; exte~ b~-,z:adiy the 

= ' =  ~ , - . '~ . - -~  T Y : e  5 a , - 5 , 1  c _.q'~n; 5~=~ . . . . .  4- 

te c:c.-.'ete'y awa.~'e : : ;  what the ,-- 2 ~= .:: r ,  e r . t  : - =  .~.tter~F.tir~-~ t o  

i "~si.~"-" e~:. _ _~ f: :::-'r* S,-:= i ==_ ~'/ ~ ~ "" ~,F,a"-.. =:':'r;:'; ~'~ b'v~ .~'- :. - ~:-a .... = ~ 

ar:d =,-,_ give a p:-c-~pt a-.f :,:,~cl,_si~=. _ reb:.:gf ~:z_ -is e=forts. '' 

_'iY: ~ r-r~e~ %: o C i t e d  

C _--'.cqt er ~r.c ~ a q a.~ d a o r :  -~. 

-=-;te;" to study pu~" . 

to raise the sU i L " -: 

addit "_ :,r~al tel-=~ :- . . -  

dec z s i ,=:r':S ~,.'_, ~,~-ea t = a" .jr.!= i ed 

. . . .  "- ' - , arid ar~ "al 7. ;-rizr 

"'- ~ r" ~_'__. "~ ',~C l-" '-<e -" E -~ r-d 

== ~ ~ r : -  girams 

-- ~qUe~-~ropasar~da g , "  :L • z _~.'~'ed at youth. :' 

Co 

ar.-d 

" a :  ! - - . ' , ~  L : ' ' ~  

Jr:st it _,t e 

c.~-eat e 

- 4 - 



Cherne~ko' s 

throughout Soviet 

count er D-to pa g ar:d a, 

established in all 

words precipitated 

society. With 

ofeices and 

segments of 

a h -.st of act i c.~s 

the int roduct ion of 

programs have beer~ 

society. Organi zat ior~al 

clna~'.ges at the republic, o~laet and ~-ayons have been made to 

ir:c,-,rporate cour, terpropagar;da and the military has been 

quick to imole~,~er~t organizational structures down to the 

unit levels. It is important to examine this la~est Soviet 

campaig~ for two reasons. 

?roblems which the Soviet 

or, es, ar.d have ir:stltuted 

First, tc examine those societal 

leadership believes are major 

3 
a r, at~onal campaign against. 

Secc r;d, to help judge the effectiveness of the western world 

to per, etrate this clc, sed society. This paper will explore 

the iss.=e ce Boviet cou~ter~rc,~agar~da fror~ the standpoint of 

its -rot ivat ions arid 

subst.~r~t ia! attent i _-:r; 

exar~ir:e t~e theory of 

the reasons that it is receiving 

in the Soviet Ur~ior,. It will also 

cour.terpropaqanda and the methodology 

with 

~ssues of co~ce~n for 

will be discussed 

(~ourgeois natio~a" 

~Zcb this carroai~ ~° is being pursued. Particular 

t~e Soviet counterpropaganda campaign 

-c'udir,~ r~ati~r, al ethnic mir~orities 

countering religious ir:eluence, 

contact with fore ~ ., and Soviet yo..~th. These issues 

were chosen beta,., =_e t ~ey are t~e predominant themes 

ur:covered in my reacir~s ~f Soviet literatur_~ and their 

- 5 - 



C o u n t e ~ p r o p a g a n d a  T H E M E S  AND T H E O R Y  

Count~rpropaganda e f f o r t s  in  the  Sov ie t  Union address a 

hos t  o f  i n ~ e r n a l  problems w i t h i n  the  s o c i e t y .  The S o v i e t s  l ay  

the blame on e x t e r n a l  sources f o r  eve ry  malady i n  t h e i r  

system even t o  c l a s s i f y  i n f l u e n c e s  as p s y c h o l o g i c a l  war. In  

evok ing  t h i s  war scare,  Ye. A. Nozhia,  p r o f e s s o r  at t h e  

Department o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  Work, Sov i e t  Academy o f  S o c i a l  

Sc iences,  s t a t e s  " P s y c h o l o g i c a l  wa r fa re  i s  in tended  t o  

undermine the  ~o ra l  and p o l i t i c a l  u n i t y  o f  the  peop les  

the  USSR and ot~e-" s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  t o  undermine 

e~o~o~ic developmer, t ~to discredit 

system. Counterpropagar, da is the  

of 

o u r  

s o c i a l i s m  as a p o l i t i c a l  

uncompromising s t r u g g l e  

4 
a~aimst b,:-zr~eois "~ ~ " l_eo_o~y and subversive propaganda. 

The Soviets 

cc~unterpropaganda :-~a-~CJ,.~ ~ ]-._=s beyomd 

the  stepped-up D 

ad:~inist rat icn. @: 

Ko:,,-,;ur, ist states th~, ~ 

offset "the _~ar;ge . "  

p r o c ~  ~ i  : , t ha t  t,  z, io,z,k f o r  a b a s i s  f o r  the 

e f f o r t s  t o  coun te r  

~ar i n i t i a t e -  ~ by the  Reagan 

• a: it, the Soviet journal 

r:t ~propagar~da ca~ai gr Nill 

- 7 - 



which came after the rise to power in the U.S, of R. Reagan 

and hiso'aCcomplices'. The military-industrial ccmplex a~d 

the California monopolist ~a~ia support him as at, obedier, t 

apostle of big business and an o.~t-and-out anticon~munist amd 

5 
chauvinist." 

The theme 

paranoia and the ir.security 

~rovides a convenient scaFegoat 

Soviet system to lay the b!a~e 

of blar~ir~g the Reagan adr,~ir, istratiz, n plays to 

of the Soviet populace ar, d 

eor the leadersh!,o of the 

~:or interr, al prob'_ems arid 

focus atter~tion away fro~. 3roble~'s created 

a.~d its leadershi~. ~his transfer of bla~e is 

strer~gther; the ~e:,~les rest!re a~d provide a 

ideol,-_=gica! 3ustificatlo~-,.s c-f i--~terr, al pr_-bler~s. 

the !_=adershi~ o = th_= Soviet U-ior~ sees these ;rob!a~1~s 

rea! 

~,Dwer" 

vast 

t-rears to the ~_yste~- a--:d ~ei~- owm p,_-.si~i,-n t~ 

st"'..ct'-'r'e. This c:,r;c!usi-z,e ~ g e ' r ' S  3~.',~ti.=i_=d by 

at t e~,t i-Drl that the cour~ter~:'op~.~gaeda ca;~pa i ~'m 

by the system 

intended to 

basis for 

Apparent Ij 

as 

the 

the 

-s 

receiving a,~.d the 5ig x l eve!s 

it. In its most c b~essed fo--n~ tb is 

program becomes a ~ate er:~e~i-a saf~paiqr:. 

themes i~ this life--at :re a~-e that 

requires hatred =:~- t '- e er:-=~:~y .... 

Soviet hon:eland wit-: : -at-(~ its 

o~ the oe~i -~i -~i s ~'o'm::t i r--.~ 

TSe r~,",S5 ~'a'. : . :a".  

3ovi et pat r i,.-. t -.," 

E.~:=_ car:r;,Dt t"uly i,-'ve the 

opp,f~ee~,t s .... o~.~. ~- b at.~-ed 



6 

is sacred. Soviet ideological writers create co~vol,lted 

written gy~at  i o n s  t o  exp!ai~, the existing pr,z~b ~ er,-s a~d 

difficulties alien to socialism a~d to evade the possibility 

7 
that they are the product of the socialist system itself. 

Ideology in theory is s.-p~c, sed to deter.~ir~e the b,:.i!dir~ cf 

socialism a.~.d commu'nism, to 

correct Dolicies of the .state, 

8 

masses. Cour, t erprc~a~ar~da 

~_ve- di~-ectto.~ t=m, - - _  ir, va:-i-hly~ 

=.,.~d t:: ::rgani~e a~d rally t ~_ 

fi ! ' s some boles in at, 

ideological system tha: dce~_ ,~ot readily accou:~.t for sonde of 

the endemic p,~c:b!ems that pe~slst in Soviet sc:ciety. 

The co v~-.t_---r ~ro g a g ar, d a 

....... ~ .... .~ ich the ~.-..,, : Its. ~-: .=_r ~. 

p*-opa~ar~da i= a c:,.--r~::r, ly _~E: ~o, = 

efeect o f  sp'--ead--'.~ :-- 

c .: ~:c e:-.r.-~ r~ ~ all o~fi_-i.~l 

kr:owled'= ~=~ ~ "  = - i s  . - - _ c a : _ ' s t o r : _ =  .~ * o  = . . . . . .  th= S , : ' v  i e t  . . . . .  

• :a:,-_a: ~:.', Collows the p~'cpagar.da 

- ~ ea_~t the word 

• _~--J<:- : : t  t ~c .  a _ , : : - _ - . i t  i v _ =  

, ~ = ' : , p a g a - ~ d i z i n q  t ' - e  - : : < . : ' . : r :  t s t  ~ , c . < d .  

~Se. :-ea" :nc:tivatior, s t~- .- :' c-.c.=agar'da), ar, d th=_ -.~'-=-~_. _ is 



anticipatory cour, t erpropagar:da (bui ldi-,g at, immu,~it y). 

Professor Nozhim in am a~tic!e titled TO TNE AGITATOR OX 

C O U N T E R  P R O P A G A N D A  ~t=~_~s=~ "'~ counterpropaga~da or.~_ -__=~=s t~e.. 

_~,-,,~,biioati,--,m o. ~ the ability ~:~: the ideolegica! cad:--es to wage 

.~ell ar~umer~ted pc, le~;~ics a~ai~-;st bc, ur~eois cc:r,c_=pts a~d 

views It~-ecretica" str,~q~ie.', a~d the the ability to give a 

.;i~'m 'r-ebu=~ t:~ ~r, abashed ar:ti-~c;:;;zur, ist ~ " : ~  a~,ti-sovietiim, 

to disrupt a'ny id~ilc~i:ral s,~bversio~ beir.~ car~'ied out by 

the class er;er;~y. ~e ~oa! .:~ co~Ir~t e~Rro~aga~da is to: 

- - " " . ~ ~ . b:z,v,r~e =. i s .-_~ i== i:-~-ecor~cl iabi ~ ity ',~i ~-~ :'.-~spect ~c, 

7_~-opagar, da, ,, 

C o,_..~t e r pro-, pa ~ ar: ~_ _ --, - =-.=. ~_ . . . .  _ = c,- ..... -~. a i ...... ~ .... -,c=.~" -;_ ,=,-:_ r t ~=_ 

g.-:vlet a':'?:~ed ~.-----E~:._. iri:.;-.~:.iy teoa:.~-.-_-= .-n = ~'-e ~i~b ~a~io ~.-~ 

~e--.t~:"r~ i-:=-~e,:~-e w ,~i-- .~[ "." he .;fien,_~s-__=~ ,~ .fetal.'. "- a 

late.- =~-~- i .... .qfdit :. : : :~7 iy, .~ 

r e c e i v e s  b r . _ - : a . d e ,  ~ -  e x ~ u - _ - .  . . . . .  . . . .  ~ , ,  .. - = : ' . e  =. w - :  . ~  #- .~.~. 

'~ell as a broade.'-" ~-a ....... - T:-iet ~c:cie~.y ~ith it~ ~-arze c.. = 

~_ultures add backer.= 

_~.r._ 4 P'.--.._~pa~a'-,da Di:---e,_-.t : - - -~ " .... e ~oviet ~:~'y ~.~',d x~a.J'y" -s 

- " 9 - 



main Dolitica! Directorate, !i=~s 

f o r  count erpropaganda g-_~i dan~-e. 

• , 4 o ~ ~ . c e s  h a v e  b e e n  

es tab l i shment  t h i s  

military effort= 

set up 

~uidance 

five interrelated tasks 

Since ~c".:r:terp~'opa~arfa 

througXout tXe "<ilita-ry 

gives us a dir~cti.:r: =:.r 

mirst 3er, era! S.~ap!ir - -=~ates. ~xat~ . . . .  " ~"= ~ask 

0!= counter~ropaqar.da ~o--b is to tirelessly arid 

effectively devei,:,p ide,c.!.i~ical staur, chr, ess ar.~d 

class implac.abi 1 ity t o w a r d  sc-cial i m~.-s " e~emies' 

and to ~eve!:-,p_ _ _~ .._. ~_~e i .,...,'_,-!~y, . to host i' e. ideas 

a~.d views. Secor, d, the cour, te.~-~ro2agar, da r.,:,rke.~- 

is ca'. ~ =~ _ . ~" ,_._ ,zp:z'r: q'=i-:,!y .o e×pcse the desi~r,s of 

im~e.~'ia "_is. p~'opaqarda. "third, Ge~.e~-al s ' . - F _ - i  i r :  

s t a t e s  t . , a ~  c . : : r ~ d , ' . ~ i r : q  o f f e r ~ s i v e  c o , : n t = _ r p r c ,  p a g a r d a  

w o r b .  - ' e a r s  r ,  o t  c . : : ' ~ " < i r : q  y o u ' d - s e l f  t o  : - - e b , . t , = . = i r , ~  

mertai'r: ~ec.i.~i2 act= ::.= ~_u~-~ec:i~ 2rcpa~ar:da. ., 

r ; i e  a--~s b e  i r : ~  ~ e r  e r ' . ~  " "y a c t i v e  ir~ e x p o s  i - ' , q  

i d e o ! o ~ y  a',-m ~_ , ~ _  ~_ ~ . . . .  ~ e r d  :. t s  - ' e a c t  : " ~a.. . . . . . . .  . ; :.a ~. , i r e ,  

;'~. is r:e~essary ".-,.. . . . . . . .  =.vte-s,.vely ---i"i._i := "'.,:== 

Zour~_=ois . - ' a y  ~ =  ' - = < .  =.--,~ "-'--=, v.i-- -~'- " - "  ~ -.at 

,_',~ . - ~ r ~ - = , ' i c a ~ :  i r , ~ p m " . : .  ~7. ~ s,.~ _as t X e  " - . ~ a !  = : , c . a m  _:.'-" 3 . !  " 

~ = .  ~ ~ " , ' i ! i  £ . T ! -  V l  . ~ ,  " 3 =  _ . , ~  9 - ' e ' E ~  ~+. . ~ v .  b ' 3 . ~ ' -  r ~ - r _ .  : . , _ _  " . . '~  

~,:,cietv=. ar:d to shc:~ th=-. ~-,4e. =aces ._..-= ~-=. _ --,._~-ims-- 

........ i:-,d it = pe~-so--~el ~--,~= " a- _ 

~ e . - - v i c ~ _ r . ~ e n  w i t h  = , : ~ _ - . ~ - e t - ~  ' . r , , : , w l e d q e  . . . . .  

er:e-r.y ar?d edumat-, t'-erc . . . .  ~--. spi~-i ~ ...-,~, .de'.":-.~=. '-' at ,~-ed 

= .... ~ the a~;d • _..-.= = b e  e r : e m i e s  ,: , " - . e  . ._ . :.-~'cT.e, r d  m = , 2 a  .,~_e 

~ea~e s ¥',-" e e H on~ 

pro~our.ces that 

crucial to oic 

count erpropag a t ,  ~_ -. 

preser;t is 

imterpretat io ~, " ~ 

a~.d military-p- . 

with the ar',~ed 

ar importar, t t~-- 

allow the act i:.-- 

,:,.~ ""r, krc.w i r, g l y - - -  

s ~ e _ a k  , ~ . D r e a d  i--. .-,  -. " " 

: :,r'-2 z~-c.~ress. -=".r't h Shapl .- 

---: -~st ar:t ar.d i.:a.'t ic,=l a-- ! y 

....... ~= -~, ! r,.ut = i r~-dest "~ 

-'-= ~ reset t--'ay i~ter~at i :ra l 

='~=tH~ '-'e says tbe.t it i-: 

: .:. ,.. ,-, t - r ~ r c p a Z  ar.da .%.: t. -.,--, 

" "~ J--.se ~'o =_,.::met ~r.-~es '<,":,Z:~].FZT., [y 
. " ~ ~ c _ , ~ q e c : ; ~ e  _~. ' . .%e ~ s ~ . : ~ : e  ~ - - .  t~_-, 

• - - i s  ,:,,= ~ ' a ~ :  ice ald . ~ ' u r . ' o r s  
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NATIONALISM AND LANGUAGE 

We have l,---~k=d__ ._ =~-~ sc:,,,~e o;, th=_ theoretical i)~,~licati~r.~ 

o ~ the cu'c;'emt Soviet _~ou~terpropa~a~,da campai~m. Ne~.t ~e 

wfl! be lookir, g at some of the issues upor~ whizh this 

campaign is focused arid get a~ increased 

the Soviet leadership has determined 

threat. 

fee!inK for what 

as the perceived 

o,~-eser~tly, the -v_=--,r~telr~ir:g "najo'~ity -_..4= key !eadershi~ 

p:z, sit~.~'-'=~_.,,_ im g-ver~e~,_ +~e.,~ C,-m~'~'r~=t_, ...... ~.~-:.--~v~ ~ ar, d the Soviet 

~i" ~a~'y are h=~ by c'" ~vlc ~_~--i~r.=. ~5-~ =t~r~icity i-~-u_ it; 

~... e Soy ~=~ '-'.:~i~r~ i=- -:,:~.e ,~bic_h. i.-i r'.-_-~eivi,~q -i~r:i~i~ar~% 

% ~eat ?~er~t ir~ the 'Soviet ~:- ..'- t e~,~vo 2eGe.< f a ca:~pai~ ~. 

~]atior;a! ethr~ic minorities ir~ t~e ~c.,ie% L'ricr ~ill sc -r.~ 

o~.~tr:u~nbe, ~- -_-!avic R,as~i~.r,s. ~his ~er~:'_.gra[z::-'i: 2~<_ari_~ ~_ ic tbe 

~oviet Ur, iom has beer a ~att=~" ,=,= cDrce,-<. ,-,~- ';.~.e --'.a;i: 

~ eadershi~. The Soy: ~t 'J-~! =,r~ - . . . . .  

• .~at ional ity ~roug~ =_ - 'e _-~ ~Y i-z5 ~ere e% ,_-,~e t ir,,e 

Slavic Rus-=.iar, s :~h,--. '-.~.- i ~_eer~ e-~-.:,.,-'.aqe- ~ t.~- e.~. iArate =--~r;: 

their horee rec, io~, E. ~'~'i-- Rubsiar~S ace ~".--. he.=.t =~ ~-'~-~ 

- ~_3 - 



motivated, ar:d more wi!!i~g to travel to -.ew cor:stru_-ti-:r, 

and industrial s~tes, to unde~'take ,-~ew pr,-,j~-t=-. ~hese 

policies and mobility factors have ~!aced Slavs ir~ cor~t:~c! 

of the best a~d ~ost iT,~pcrtant jobs ir~ .-~.ute~" [yi~:g ,-egi:-~r,~. 

This cor;trol ,-,I= b= " . - ~r .... y .eadershi~ posi~ior~s i= ~,~.,:,st evidert " 

the S,=:v iet n:i I itar'y. High pciority ur~its ~uch as t~---_ 

Strategic :~c:cket Forces ~::,r:tair: ai::~ost all Slavs. Utile,'. 

units cor:tai~n high ;e~-c-er:ta&es ,-,e cor,~olidated ethnic Erou~s 

but the leadershi.o sti!" ~emair:s ir, the hands oe the slavi_ ~ 

~ussiams. 

M ~.~..~ ~ ~ a:'y =x ;er i er,ze . . . .  is -, ~ _ r..=, t ~ c,~gh t to br ! r:~ a 

h,~,,:~ g = r~ i z at i ~-..~, . . . . . . . . . . .  ,-:9 et =~. i _ ~, '-_,at > ~_ r,- u.~.d s _  h~it_, t:~i~. .~ ~ --:?=~n r . .  .......... ma>" 

_ ~ '"~ ..... ~rol ~--f be ~eversed in the Sovi.=+ -./.~t.~:,~.. .~i.. __,.,~ _, k e y  

' ~ =  = I~ F-':l-~t "'-:r c, ._-.__~"-~ Dr".=.~-_-"_":ar~t'v if: ~-~= ha..-:d= 2, = ~-e _I~vS 

ar;d the " an~ua~e p-',z, hlerps a.;~:=;'-~ bhe :-ar~s~ ~*-= r:'i i it a"'y 

e:<.pe~i=~r~ce .'<ay "~acr, iFy ethr: 2 -'~- _--=~,__~ it- ~%e ~,'t 'racy 

!.S 

a~d -t i ~ ' J .  ~ a ~ =  = _ ._ athr:i-~ a ~ i z , : z - - = . i t i _ s ,  

The ethr~icity : - ~ .._= i 

ir, flue:-,c.e as t ~=._ " _-.~-.)st 

t h _= Soy iet 

o v i e t -5 

'-- - J 1  4 - . -  

" ~ t e r - . r ; ~ t i c r ,  a ! i - ~ . ~  ~. i.-_ . . . .  : ~-._-.,z_~,,- - ~  s o  ~_: _ . , y  

~ . ' ~ - ~ - - ~ ' : ~  ~ C  ' ~ " ' I ' ~ ' ~ D " ~ - ' ~ ' ~  " " " - * :  *" " * ~ = - ~ a  ~ ~ ' ' ~ ' .  

'2ri~ is ter'~ed 

ciaE~_i ~}, wes5 e--.~ 

• : ' v e  : ' ~  : : : - : ~ e  it: the 

-~s prese~ted it, 



The Riga Conferer, ce of !982 or, Cour, te~ir, g Sc:urc~eois 

Nationalism provided gulda.~ce for dealir~q with this issue. 

The conference proc!ai:.~ed that " f,z,.-e i gn r.at ior~a! ist i c 

D_ronaga~.da par-ticu!arly under present-day coro~itio~:s ,with 

its sha.~-p exacerbati.-:n .-_,f ir, terr~ati-_-,-,al ter, sior, -=.cccrr~ar.i_=d 

D. !deo o~ical st--'ug~ ie of the by a deepe.~,i n~ , ~ the 1 

ir, terr~ati=,.~al sre~.e , is a n-ear.s of id_~o!.z,~ical subversi.z,r~ 

acainst the USSR arid the wc~Id socialist ~o~m:or, wealth, it 

has as its goal 

iDro~res_ =ive forces 

stat==_-. Or:e ,of 

ant i-sc:v!et Dro~a~arda 

isi'--..=o,"~qat i -,r~ ~:~_~c,  ~ i r ~ e  

t< 

.-'~ .... =~'r, at lot, a" i sin. " 

the ~eakeni~,~ of ur, ity of the world's 

a<d ,~,'-i~'arily the unity of the socialist 

the ~r,a i r: areas o£ ant i-co.'nmun i st, 

is the e==,D,~t s of the bour-~eois 

-=.cused against the ~rir, ci 2! _= o~ 

Trad~.z.~al!y.... , si ~-= '__=r,.~_ ., ~-:v ~._=t leaders "-ave 

p.~-o~.our:ced the dive~-se ~t'-,~ic c.~aracta.- ,:,~ t~.e ~cviet ,-,at!: ~ 

~s advaDta~eous. Sovi--_-< l_s'_'e~-s=_~. ~a,.,: ~ ~=='~cial~;,_, vie~e! t.he 

~on--Russian 

s o c i a l i s m  t o  maro 

Sov ie t  borders ,  a:-~ 

15 
cultural assets. 

_~.s a veh ic!e =o:- s~; :-ead i r;g 

.... " ~ - t~e ÷s, ".',cl'"~i",~ th,= _=e -.: ~si ~e 

" -'~:--, ~i' ita.~'y: -~a.;:'z:~:-a~=i< • a-~ 

--_ ........ . ~. = the et~r, iclty, issue ..~..~:, 

c,:,umterp'ropa~a.~.da ~au-2..._ _ ~-= ,s a sig~, ,:.= char.z=_ -r: t~is vi~_w 

- 1 5 -  



and a p u b l i c  admissiom 

r e a l  conce rns .  

t o  say t h a t  

Soviet state and to the stability o ~ the 

However, the Soviets themselves rarely 

that nationality problems are very 

Some experts in the fi_=id ever, g,:, ~o far as 

~==~ +.~ the legitimacy ,=,f the e t h n i c i t y  is a ~,, ......... 

~S 
Soviet regime. 

~ent i Dried the 

r~egative aspects of their mu!ti.~ational society p~'ior to the 

counterpropaganda initiatives. Western studi_~s om Soviet 

nationalism may ever d~-amatize the issue; however-, the fact 

that they have focused or~ r=ati=,nalism as an issue for 

counterpropaganda work says something about their fea~s and 

c or~cerr, s. 

~.elated to: the ,~bo!=_ r.ati_-,r,a'ity proble~,l is bhe language 

diversity of the S,-:viet L'r, io~. ~lth:-, ~.&h qussiar, is t~e 

--.=~ial._ " ~.ar:~-'_'.a~=~_ ~:d iar,.~u~.a~.== . . . . .  ::,= ~_,_:<::nar'd i--, ~he "-~." ita:-y, 

, ;<.~, ~4 ~ ~d = = '-'~ ~-~e the pecce.~.~a~e o = .__~.=:-:~ie_. ~i ~.,. , , -_ ._.. ..:. o.,~.c..,_~ian 

- - - .._r,_ decl !r~e=~ ar.d ; iar:~,,.a2e__ . . . .  _ . . . . ~ = ~ . . _ ~ =  q,.~ssi=" = ~=:-.tral_ ~'e~; . . . . . .  

some re~iens is il,.,..ed. High p*-i,n~ity . . . .  ,~r. its ~ith ~ig%, 

_ " = ~i t percer,ta~-e~ c , f  slavic :,:errbers have littl_= pr,-b!_m h 

: %. 
lan~ua§e but 'ower. pri--"rl ~-I uri~-- with a ~,,_a'.9--_..y. -~ ,-,F_ k~ 

ethnics have extre~e 

Use of other la~ui~ 

writi~ ,libraries, 

infi!t~ation of e~-ee 

c _~-f a,'~d al ,.:~=i4: ~I - . .  t_=r~ restri ~= " . -. 

" - t < air~ir,~ is it, ~us=_•ia ~. The 

~._- -" " d ~'ad io t rar:s%~i s s i,-,r:~ a.-,d 

- !6 - 



literature in  e t h n i c  

non-Russian speaking 

efforts 

these 

attempt to  unmask 

languages , is very attractive to 

fnembers. Soviet cour, t er ~" Dpaga.~da 

the 'deceitful" purposes behir, d 

intrusions. V.L. 

Academy of Sciences 

ir, ternat ior.al izat ion of 

knowr,, expressed it, the 

peoples of our nat i,~n as 

i nt ercourse. For 

ant icommu~ism have 

without going 

Somolyanskiy 

states "~he 

the socialist 

ever-brc:ader 

a language 

this reason, the 

directed their arrows 

beyor~d the vulgar 

18 

from the U.S.S.R. 

process of the 

way of life is, as is 

use oe Russian by the 

o~F i~t er~at ional 

ideologists oF 

' russificat i,Dn' . " 

against this, 

versions of 

- !7 - 



RELIGION 

Religion in the Soviet Union is another target #or the 

i~creased counter,2ropagar, dl car,lpaign, Despite sixty-seven 

years of official atheis~, the Soviet Union still contains a 

large population oe re! i~io,zs believers, Signs of 

revivalist ter.dencies a~e appearing im parts ,of the society 

as people seek so~e other dir~e~sior, beyo~.d the gc.verr::~ent's 

s c i e n t  i f i c  m a t e r i a l i s m .  To ~:any t h i s  ~oncept  has w o r n  

h,-, 1 1 cw. Even Soy i .-=t 

c- um--h or :-elig!ous 

!9 

West e cr: co-r~tr i es, -o 

st.~d- e~ suggest that at t endar:ce in 

Z athe( ie~s is hi &her than in some 

_~our~t er this -'eport-=d rel igious 

,_'p~urge the soviets have rai=_ed their ideoiogiza I ~,la-'d. 

A state ,-,f total ath_=ism is the goal -_,r the Soviet -state 

and Soviet rhetoric t, z, counter rel i~icus bel ie~s. A~ 

article by Major 0streyk:, ir:d Ser:ior Li=-uter,!~,t Gutsu!},~k 

~. ~- .~ -~n, states ':Our constit ~ ..... a--a,'a~s ~ r=~,_., c = cor, scie~ae, 

This does not ~nean ,",.:..~s...:i-', th~.t we ~ill be i--die.=_~-ect t_ ~ 

the fates of people ~.~h:. "ave bee~ ir;~el!ect'.,ally .... imbed hy 

r'eligiom, So much the ,~.=.~'e :,-ust it be said that ,;e do r, ot 

- 12 



have the right to remain passive when we see the ~ersistance 

and ingenuity some believers ~requer:t!y demomst:~ate in their 

efforts to introduce one young mar, or ar.othe~ to 

20 

religion." To the Soviets, mar, kir, d will advar, ce beyond the 

need for religion.. Ormed with Marxist-Ler:inist philosophy 

their scientifically orier:~ed thinking will obviate tke ~eed 

for religion. Ostreyko and Sutsulyak state "Individuals so 

orier~ted are rot golr~g to #all for Bible fairy tales ,~,~ 

21 
allow themselves to be taker., it' by the ' fishers of me.~'." 

In the military, ar, t irei igious count erpropagar, da has 

scn:e special eeatures arid dilemmas. The fact that the 

military -.ervic~s have sum.:-, a __=..rge pc:p,.:l!ti.::r, of youth '~ho 

are re-.~:y ._=e~ara~-d =Yo:'~: ~a..-<~,:], • st.~-'.~ct~:~-e is seer, as .mr. 

c:-,..iT~eypro~i~anda ir r,'~i ! : ~ ~rv e~fcrts cer~ters ,-~ ~e yo ''~ 

A _~i!~r~ma ,::fter~ arls~ in the ".~!" itary a,-:d Sovi_=t so: ~_=ty or; 

t..- "~--: iqicus issue. --~ i= :~-m~_~, ~ ~_=ca:..=-e " - " ,  = itH 

r_ii~ious belief ...... r, av~_ = str::r~ wo-'~ e%~i2. They ~x-=el 

fly it. the face of .~--~i-el!~i.:,us prc~aganda. Reli~i.:,r, is 

r.-,t a co~do~ed 2rac~ ::~ _ - is ::_~r,=_.ide':'ed al let, ~ ...... • . - -  • ~ . .  . ~ ] < _ ' .  r ~ . e 

atoP, d i ~ c i ~ i ~ , e . =  . . . . . . . . .  'qr, 2 . : : ? 1 -  : r ,  t ' . ~  ~,-,v~ = t  ~" : ,~ 'r . :_~. i  . . . . .  '<-::mr,~u~i:~ ~. 

_~y C a p t a i r ~  U .  S a v . . - - i L : .  . ~ . , - ' ~ . : n s  " T h ' . : s  r e ! i g i : , - ' . .  : b g e c ' - . i v e l y  

- 19 - 



hinders the molding, in the believers, ~f the co~scio,~'s~ess 

of Soviet military duty and hampers its a_~comp!ish,~er, Zs, arid 

it pushes individual youths ~ho are guided by the Christian 

' Thou =ka ~ ~ r:ot commandments: ' Love thine enemies', . . . . . .  

kill' 'tho~ shalt mot ~ear',ar, d 

a~ai~st the ~otherlanc...t~ard 

so forth towards_ a ~-riz~e 

refusal to serve i.', the 

Soviet Ar~y and take the oath." Because religious be!ie~ 

is not iesitiaate in the Soviet system all religious 

influence in society is depi=ted as havimg 6orelgn origins. 

The er~tire a~ti-reli~ious campaign ~its nicely ~ith the 

c:~.~mterpropagar~da rhetD~i~. 

~---', r.~ er ~r:-~p a g ~r~d a _ . _ .  ,~ ~.:-- i ~ i ~~.-~= f~,-:c us or~ t~o mear~s ,_-,, # 

-.#.-z..~r~ Soviet society. ~ir ~. s the 

~-'nia~'e c-:,r~r, ect i:::r,. ~a'v~',g ie,~t the s.ec,_~ity -:= ~oth_=r 

Soviets =~-_._ ~=i--.,,_ , ~_~, .......... ,, ,_ .~.__~!z:r-5, ~ith -'e" . . . .  ~ti-.r~s !r~ ~=..._ 

~oviet ~r:ior~ as the ~t.rar'¥ ~_o.'~rces for religi-~ i~.='~zx, e 

Soviet Dc:,_-,k by A. e. C~.=a:~as" as stato= "qeacti-,r:a:-',. .°. ~-n!---_= = 

.._..~.~-,: ~ical ir, t,~'i~:zere a ~..~j~ = ay at r~_ ~z~i,~., ~,_, . ~...~ _er~._.~ : 

as the Vaticia~, Br-.:~ . 

so called 'Evangel..z~- 

i~ the East','Ru~n 

e~pecla!ly ' zeai2.~%" 

-~.-te~- --,_-:r j_=;-~ovahs ~it-~sses, the 

• - - " !_ i q'~t 

_-- ..r2n .~ b.~-~J ad ' arid c:t ;grs _are 

~ese e~.~-:rts, el" ._.. ...... .: e~ 

~it'n the c=,ordir:ate their = ~ ~-__ .-.~" a~.cthgr- 



organs of bourgeois ~ropagar, da. The hostile emigre clerics 

are trying even harder to ma! i gr, ever~ t~e act ivity i l l  f 

religio~s associations it, our country. The politi_~al ~-ead ~er~ 

from the anti-soviet emi~re camp have truly black souls a'nd 

e3 

dark inter, tior~s ,covered ir, a re!i~ious ~u.-_. 

The second .source c,e ir, f!uer~ce c~rigir, at_=s f~c,m ~'e!i~ious 

cemt ers outside the Soviet Ur~ion attempt ing to exDcrt 

religion to the Russia~ people. The radio broadcasts arid 

intrusio~ of religio,zs !ite~'ature are the evil doings ,2F the 

forces of Catholi-~ism~ Zior~imm ar, d islmn~. Soviets speak of 

the role of the Pope ir i:~itiatir~z the cold ~ar, the Vatlcan 

as a ~ajor ar:t i 2z, r~r::,.'.r.~, st .zer, ter ar, d the crusade a~air:mt 

. . . . .  ~ =~, " ' : , . ~  : ~ ' i e ~ s p . ~ p e ' r - s  o ,  ~ _o,,,m_.t,._ .... They . a c c : . ~ s -  V a ~  _~.ar: ,'ad i,:~ a -4 

• ~_,bversively di-.t.--.,,'ti-'.~ the =.-.'~-eigr, a',',d d.-r~e~.ti- ~ 2-,li-~!es .-.= 
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the Soviet U,~i:~,",. • ~h~-y speak o~: t~-.- = t,~-a.~-itior:al pre]adi-e 

_._,r.,3._~'~ =.~ C., = -?]'~ a~ai r, sb ....... ,'" 

p~opaga'n'~ i z i n~ of the 

"=_iamim co.~.m,.<r:ity~ ~ par~-i=_.ia;~c 

;~ori d i.~. i.~_~ i _~ star e pr.-:m,-,t ed by 

conservative Muslim ::~c-a-_~h --ec. imes. 

a s  a maim weaDor, : . . . .  /e:-ial ism 

espouslmg chauvt " - . 

ar~t i-soviet i ira. At-. 

Zior: / =~m is 

"'~2!S~ 

, i._~t pr,z,~a[qanda i:; Zi--rr~i=~ 

point rayec 

a.qair~= ~ t~ ~ -~ 

ant i - = . c  [ , ~ z " . ~ r ' :  i sm, a~d 

2!~ • == 

make c-:c.star:t appe~." " -~ "Jewish O.uest " THe Soviet= 

, " " " - ~" ideological ar, d ~ ~ic~i 



feel threatened and assaulted on all ~rorts :-,f the religious 

issues, although writings on islamic concerr~s appear te be 

more subdued. This could be because the Soviet Muslim 

population is Sunr~i and by and :arge quiescent or it could 

be in deferer, ce tc, the large size o ~ the ~usli~n popul~tior~. 

The paranoia of the leadership in the Soviet Ur, ic~ i~ 

touched by all the ~ajor reii~i~r~s of the world. 



FOREIGN CONTACTS 

Cc~tacts with foreigners is 

the ~ounterpropa~anda campaign. 

foreign ine!uence to i~terr, al 

propagamda rhetoric and has 

another area of :::,r:cer~ it, 

In this a~ea the ~ear oF 

security ~:,es beyor~d 

resulted i n  additional 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  on r i g h t s  a,~d chan~es in t he  S o v i e t  c r i , ~ i n a l  

code. ideological w~-it ir, gs are aimed at inc.~-eas i ng the 

vi~i!ar, ce of sailors, bor'de~" ~ua:'ds arid others 'aho have 

?reque'-:t contact ~ith ~'esterr:e~'s. Soviets are ca'itioned 

that every ~.~,_-,~'d o= .... _._~. -,=: F:~:~-ei3r:_=;-'.a ;,~,_.st -._-5= cc.~,sid=red_ wi ~:~.,, 

some deceit ?:i! F_ ~i.~" 3,-:s e in ~r. i r~d. ViktDr ~ysko .~-'o m the 

R,Issi at, D,-,~t ,z,f ~.~ akh o:f :-" a Jes_~ribes the ~eit err, 

a=pr.oach;"forei~n sear,~er, ar:~a.o~e so-called te=t_~ -~.= the 

vigiia~ce of bc,.-'de:" %r.--z, ps. They ::',eke '.:se :_-= the ~hole 

ar=_.er, ai of ~::Drms---~ . . . .  ideological -~r~lqq ~. {~ttr~-c.i,,el ~ / 9) 

Packaged chewir, g ~um, r, ther ~ift-=, "~ it-~'at ur~ ~it h r~o 

artist~a content; in ~e=-~ir~ cases =or~i~r: sea:,:er eve~ ~,:~ a~ 

far as to offer s0i.--~ ~o~ ~h=. _ ~c,~-der t:-,z::-:ps, all b.i-:ds ~.,.-.r 

cigarette li§hters, _~'_<-t'.i--e 2oSter'-~. By these ~e~s they 

try to ,~,ake their =-_~'~a~ --_~,-~_~e. it, ~hese.~ cai=--,~ ~he. border_ 

~7 

t~'oops should reply w. ith high ideolocica! sta'~-nchr~ess :' . 

~...J 



Navy units visiting overseas ports have never been allowed 

free association with host co,zntries. Shore parties consist 

of a small group of -,~.en acc-ompar, ied by ar:d under cl-sse 

scrutiny of an officer ar, d senior enlisted r~'.an, it, 

witnessir:g a Soviet ship visit to -~nisia ~ observed Soviet 

contacts with locals beir, g kept to a bare ~ir, i-~,u-n. 

Infrequent visits to tow'n by Soviet seamen -on~bined ~ith 

daily ideological lectures seer, ed to leave little roc.~ frn 

the individual seanlen t,-, judge :Dr interpret the value of 

other cult,lres by these experier, ces. 

Interest in contact wi~h foreigr.ers is driven by many 

reasor~s, one of which is the ir:terest it, the availability of 

c,- r-sur:'er goods. T% i ~ i s a 

leadership.~ Th=_ Sovi =~_.i ~,~,~',1~t ..... 

c" iche is constar;tly }:-ese~t i~ 

anti-.sovietism...expati:;:r,s abc:ut 

set:sit i./-~ subje<t to the 

that "ar:othec scar;daious 

the ooi~ ~mo'zs arse~a! _-.f 

' ec, r~etti~:g the ~eeds of 

the cor.sur:ler ' in the !ZSSR. He,-e as well t%e falsleier~ 

display their total irapoter~ce. The er:tire w~-,r!d kr, ows that 

our party's highest pr,-:c_ra~1 g~al has been a~d contirles to, 

be a steady rise ir~ t~e raat e~ia! and cultural iiv!~ 

e8 
standards of the So~i_=t -_e:.R~le." 

in eff~z, rts to ~erFetuate the paranoia about cor~tact wit ~. 
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foreigners new Soviet legislation restricts rights for all 

s o v i e t  c i t i z e n s  as w e l l  as f o r e i g n e r s  v i s i t i ~ c ~  the  Sov ie t  

Union. "The U.S.S.R.  law on ' s t a t e  cringes' as amer, ded in  

January 1984 has placed sweeping powers in  the hands o f  the 

a u t h o r i t i e s .  I t s  p r o v i s i o n s  have broader;ed t he  d e f i n i t i o r ,  

o f  t r e a s o n  t o  i n c l u d e  ac ts  t h r e a t e n i n g  ' s t a t e  s e c u r i t y '  and 

the d e f i n i t i o n  of  ' s t a t e  s e c r e t '  t o  i n c l u d e  the  concept o f  

' work related secret'. Now Soviet tit izens face the 

possibility of criminal charges if they provide virtually 

any k ind o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a f o r e i g n e r  w i t h o u t  o f f i c i a l  

a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  Enforcer,lent o f  these could p lace in  j e o p a r d y  

a l l  Sov i e t  c i t i z e n s  who engage in  u n o f f i c i a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  

forei~,ers a~d also place i~ jec,~pardy travelers to the 

U.S.S, ~. as tourists, businessmen ,exchange programs ,or 

e9 
those irv,=;!ved in acade:~ic activities the~'e." 

~i! these haws ar, d prc.cedu~'es it. the Soviet system leave 

a great latitude of interpret at io~ up to enforcir:q 

of=icia!s. The level of er, forcemer;t car, directly ,-elate to 

the current state ~-= -~ ~,t err~at ior, al re!at ic,-:s. Soviet 

society can be likened ~ _~ t-,rtoise withdrawi-,g it:to its 

she! 1 during t i~e--- • ~c~-eased d is~lea~,ir-e by the 

leadership with forezg =,i.lt=ons. The laws and procedures 

are all in place t .z ?_-t:-ol the relations of the populace 

with the outside -mc:rl :. 
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YOUTH 

The most consistent and frequently mentioned topic anlo~ 

Soviet cou~.t er propagar:da '~rit ings deals ~.~ it h the 

vulnerability of youth. The susceptibility of youth is a 

thread that runs through all topics of the cour, terpropaganda 

campaign. However, it is ,~ost often refered to in topics of 

consumerism (fascir, ation with amur, dant luxury arid trappings 

of the West) as well as with the fads and youth c,-Iture of 

the West. Richard Ter.~pest it, a. ~, article t itle~ YQUTH SOVIET 

STYLE cor~ciuded by sayir, g that "the ideological ~ails o ~ the 

Soviet ~tate might r~'.c:--e e_~si'-v be breached by p~-:p ~,lusic ar:d 

pi~za~ t~an by Z ior,~ s~ ar;d So!-h ~ " , , .  , . . . .  er~i ~ ~yn. T~e youth 

c'..'iture ._",4:. the Soviet ~ . r , i , _ , ~ , "  " - -  has adapte~ fads f : ' ~ " , r n  tH=_ West 

alr:~.os~ .=r, ~ - " ~or an~ple :~usic _ ~ i~e~y, ex is ~:er.t ior:ed as a 

free,lent culprit. The S,-,v ~__~ts cornn~er~t ;"Take as _~r, ....... _~.a.,~.~_'e 

something that seems ~.ost ' harmless' --music. it 5as beer, 

trar, sfor;ned by the er:e~zy ir, t.-, a ~eapon ir~ the struggle ~or 

the spirits of the y._-...- 6. 
+@ 

This has pror~pted a great deal 

"eadership ~hi~h is or.e oF the 

~... -. reasr, r:s why youth is _~-.- ~ = so erequer~t!y addressed 



One dilemma arises when the Soviets attempt to 

strengthen the ideological defenses o~: the youth. 

Attempting to unmask the frivolity and absurdity of Western 

youth culture ofter~ leads to an increased fascir:ation and 

desire o f  Soviet youth to know m o r e  about the Western 

world. 

The other factor that may trouble Soviet leadership is 

the lack of Russian histo,-ical perspective of the youth. 

Soviets frequently relive the struggles of the Wo'rld War Two 

confl ict, This has beer. a subject whi=h touches the 

emotions of Sovi_=t s-,ci:_ty. Survivi.~.~ the ir, vasion o f  the 

3err,~an Ar.ny and suf=erlr:~ twer, by miiiio~ cas~.altles is a 

gruesome experier.ce :45L_~r ~as played a ;r, ajo~ r:::ie it, iha~i.~.g 

the =hara-~te'r and t-_~&~s ::f the Soviet popuiat ion. The 

problem exists with the your~er Soviets ~ho car r.ot relate to 

this stru,~gle for ~_urvi','ai ard ~.:r wh,-,.~ the re.playi~.~ of the 

World War T'.Jo ~heme-~ "~s r, ot ~.early as "near~ir~f.~l. If r,r.e 

adds to these ~actor:_ -~= atu-'al proclivity 

,_-hallenge and quest_:" . : ::ity Me have the 

serious problem fo. ~" .=.t :eadershic. 

o ~- y o u t h  t 3 

basis ~:.::r- a 

The 2rc, bler~ _-:S , "  - _~--_~: --,r~ o f  Soviet youth from the 
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Communist regime was spelled 

during an All Army Conference of 

organizations and these fears have 

32 
the Soviet press. Disenchar, tment with youth is r~ot 

issue by any ~ea~s but the level of attention it 

receiving particularly in the counterpropaganda ca~paigr, 

a new i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i ~ p o r t a n t  c o n c e r n s .  

out in Chernenko' s re~arks 

Secretaries of Kon~somo I 

reverberated throughout 

a flew 

is 

is 

The coumterpropaganda campaig~ directed toward youth is 

particularly applicable to the military for two reasons. 

The first reason is that the military has such a large 

number of youths and, secondly there are concerns about 

dissent a~or;g youth. This is evider;t a.~ou~g those who have 

taken part i'n the Afganistan invasior. This ~articular 

issue was discussed with a Soviet defector ~ho !r~dicated he 

~requer~t!y listened t o  WesterrJ radio broadcasts from the 

V,:, i . :-e of ~erica ar~ the Brit ish Broadcast i~-g Cc~par~y. 

However, he cor, sidered these rep,~rt s as -~e ~- r,g as ~,uch 

pr-opaganda as Soviet rewspapers and radio b~oadcasts. Zt 

was not until his persor, e! experience in qfghar~is~a,~ that he 

had first hand experier.ce 'with '~hi~h to analyze the veracity 

of the news report~ ha ~,L~s he~rir~. 

E×posir~ the wester~ propaglr;~a threat t:, Soviet y,z~uth 

- 2 8  - 



is one way that the Soviet leadership has 

with this serious problem. Colonel 

Chebrikov, Deputy Chairman of the 

count erpropagamda issues in four 

calls for the need to ~_ounter 

s~ggest ion to youth 

building a new society. 

attempted to deal 

Ger:e~-a I Vikto~ 

KGB places youth 

-~at e~ories. Ch_=brikov 

revisionism. This is the 

that the olde~ ~eneratior, is badly 

He calls for counterprcpaganda to 

deal with the bourge,-,is propaganda that is driving a ~edge 

between the generat ions. Bourgeois ~at iona! ism is the 

planting of r, ationalist cravings in youth that could pit 

Soviet nationalities a.-air, st each other. Consumerism is the 

~ext area of major :_~:-~n~_e~-n. Consumerism is the 

e~couragemer, t it, yo-'.th of the ides that life it, the west is 

~;u~h bette~- than it, the U. S. ~.,~, to ir-c~i~ate a negative 

att it ude ~ -~ ___ ~owa. ~s s,-,~ al i s-~. =ir.al ly, 

cr,~i~e:-p~-:-~pa~a~da t.- lea ~ ~it ~. }r,-_,vocaticr:, 

to co~.prorni se So-. iet tit !zeros t,-, l_=ave 

re_~-uitmer, t ~y ==~iocage a~=_r:ts 

me -~al !s for 

.~.e., ~ttempts 

t hen- c, par, for 

• -hese themes are Fr,-.-~.ir:er, t it, ~ar~y cour:ter~ropa,~anda 

.zieces. Soviet leade'~ .~ stresses i.,~'ovin~ !deoloqical 

~,,:,rk oriented toward .,: t ~, ar.d a~_quair:tir, g stv der:ts '~ith 

the need for critieizl _ =alsieiers of con:n"i~.is-:l. Measures 

o{ p~-ever:tive cour:terl-oza~a~da are called for. -'he Soviets 

say that they ~.-ust atrz.-~Zt-e~: the ability .-,f y.-,~.itb t,-, have 
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wel l-argument ed facts and necessary practical skills to 

propagandize the achieve~r.er, ts of the world socialist system 

a~d the advantage of socialism in the Soviet way of life. 

It is the same issue of attempting to develop a sense ,of 

participation o f  youth in the ideological struggle w h i c h  

tends to backfire whet, the youthful fascination with western 

cult,are comes to olay. '.. Gurinovichin in an article i~ 

_S o v e t_ _s _k _a ~ _a Belorussiv_a said that "taking advantage of the 

popularity that reck 'r,' roll and disco music has among 

young  p e o p l e ,  t h e  enemy uses  t h e  a i r  waves and s m u g g l i n g  i n  

t h e  seeds oe an a l i e n  c u l t u r e ,  and an a ! i e r~  ~o,. our country 

34 

way of life". in response, the youth o f  the Soviet Union 

~ cravi~ r,~ore c.f the f.~dder: fruit 

Youth is at: issue ~n!-_h 

~:emt ior, ed area z:; c o ' - - " ;  er~rc:pagamda. Whether it 

-:ulr, e~-abi!ity of yc.ut ~ t--, r, ati_-,r:a!istic fee ~ ir, gs 

su~_ce~t ibility o~: y o ' - t ,  ~, to re!igi_~us im, f ! uer:ce, 

surfaces it; every z~.'ev ! ;-,us i y 

is the 

E:r" t H_= 

.Dr t he 

dec!ir:ir, g ability of ~:..th to speak the ~nother t:r:gue<~ased 

on larger birth rat~s .-, r~or;-Slavic ~'egior,s), the youth 

issue is pervasiv- ~. - ~terpr.z~pagar~da appears to be the 

least effective arc ~ t, .~ich creates another c~r~cer-n 

%o the leadership. 
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VEHICLES OF INTRUSION 

'.4avi ~ discussed the themes of Soviet cour.t erpropagand a 

issues it is fittir.g to dis--uss how the Sovi_=ts view the 

vehicles of intrusion into their society. It is conceivable 

that by studying cour, terpropagar~da we :~ight ~evelop a sense 

of success or measure of ef.~ective~.ess for Western efforts 

to penetrate the c!c, sed Soviet society. This can be d,z, ne 

~ut or, ly with a sense of caution. C.-~unte~'propaganda gives 

us ar~ ir:dication of "~hat -3oviet leaders fear withir, their 

society. West e~-. ~. c~-epagamda is only capital izing on 

oroblems which alr~a~-v~ exi ~-~. in S,z, viet s:-ciety ar:d ,=i- not 

~e Qrir~e mctlvator ;~" tkese .D~-,_~:e:n~. 

-.he Soviet= wart: o, the ....... i::r, _. Westerr, D~-oD~ar:_~a 

s~r _a~i via r~.aii: via -,z~r.t ~-~ :.~i ~" ~,.*is~iar, e~nig~-ar, t.-., via 

~orei~r~ visitors to the ~oviet U;-:ior:, via tSe r~,-,;.~ ~us~_=rded 

dir'ect-dial phone =errice with the West, and b'y su'-v_~:'sive 

literature smuggle- " :. ~'~-- . . . . .  co._:r-try .:r ~r~--~.~=_ by 

ur~authorized ~ear.~ " - e Soviet Ur i.z,r. ~oweve~-, the 

- _ _~ i~rit sour_-e ... broadcast ~edia i= ~ ..... ".= ~ c,'. ~= 

intruslo~ on the ~=~J_~--)-. - e : : ~ _ l e .  ~._iev!slor," as a vehicle 
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for propaganda is technically limited to border areas 

because of the limited range of -ground broadcast sigma!s, 

I t  is~ n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  F i n n i s h  ~ews coverage o f  

the Po! ish Sol idar ity labor movement mot  ivat ed Russian 

Estonian workers to attempt to for~ a noncommu~ist labor 

movement which was squelched through an extensive e==ort by 

the KGB. It has also been ,-eported that the ~3B ha~ 

conducted raids to confiscate video recorders that have beer, 

used to show western p~ogramn~ing. The television threat is 

viewed as a potential euture problem with denouncements of 

the threat of direcz b~oadcast television into all areas of 

35 

the Soviet Union. 

The mr, st_ ,-,ft=~,_.- ~rer:ti.-,~ -,=~. ,_. ~arget. it, ~=.., . . . . .  c.o,:--,terproQa~a~,~a_ 

car,'pai~_.: is the ~.-ad!:. ~_r.-~adoa~t media. Radi,-~ ~ee --_.~'rope, 

Radio Liberty, Vol 2_ = ::-f 2:..',.I~_:- i _- a, British 9roadcast i:':~ 

C:+:-0o.~atior, ar, d Vat!ce~ ~.adio ar-e the -o,.:~-c=_~ that are the 

"host av~ilaDle and r:~u-t be cor, sidered the ;n,-,st efgective ir~ 

~e~et~at!ng 

broadcasts 

intrusion~ 

captured an audie-"_ 

~eoD!e i~ the Sovbe~ 

the !'_.r.,'- . . . . .  "L'_ .. r t .~ i~. , 

h o w e v e r -  : -- ~ o : "  

The ]ammir:~ ~-,e t,~ ese 

~_,f the S,-,v i _=t =ear .-:f 

that t~se s~:irces have 

..... :-,:-'e cal.-cat ed ar:C s'--:Dh, i =~- . i 2_~. _=d 

. s .e..~ even ~cea-er c,--,r~ce:-r.. 



CONCLUSION 

I.~ summary, the study o~: the Soviet Ur, ior,' s 

cour, terp~opaga~da campaigr, allows ~s to view Soviet society 

from the perspective o4: thei'.~ leadership. Co,lnterprcpa~a~da 

is often used to lay the blame on exterr:ai sources for every 

malady in the Soviet 

systemic Drob!ems. 

the Soviet system 

system, an ideological scapegoat for 

Ideology provides the thread which holds 

t~gether ar:d empowers the leadership. 

Various societal 9~-oble~s such as ethnicity, lar, gua~e ar.d 

tel ! ~ ior, should have !o~ ~ee~, out ~ro~r, by strict 

i.~terp:-etation of Marxist-Lenist i d e o l o g y ,  hayir~ blame :-r; 

e×te:--~a! ~ou~-ces thor, becc~:es !_4e-::lc,~i.2iily c,_-.r,v-=_nie~t .~or 

the S,::viet ieade:-shio to j'.~stify th_~ --:z,r~ti~uir~ -,ature - , f  

these pt'o b I er,~s. 9y st udyir, g the d i :--oct ior~ oe the 

_~ou~'.terpropagar~da or~e gets a ?ee!ir, g for the --a~ r~e--ves .::f 

the Soviet leadership. 

The i s sues  o f  the t~, is  ~ampa!~r: i r : vo l ve  S,-~vi_=t so~-iety 

-~e~eral!y, as well as t~a. Soviet m!!!tarj. The gr_-b!ams 

_~ddressed by military a~:thor~ a:--e simii=_.- ar:d i~ ~or,~e z-ases 

• exacerbated by ~-~ mii ita~-y stt-uc~,ire. The r.:any 
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nationalities of the Soviet state have prove~ to be a 

resource of disharmony as ~eil as a sou~-ce o~ 

diversification. This co~cer~ is accentuated in the 

military oarticular!y whe~ one cor, siders the lar~gua~e 

d ive*'sit y in the Soviet -hi i it a'cy ar:d the p~-obl era. this 

creates for ~he cor~r.~ar:d str'=ctc..re. Re!i~ious ir~f!ue~,c.e is 

still alive after ~ar, y years :D~ state proc!ain~ed atheism. 

Catholicis,~., Zionism, ar;d lslar~ a~e all f,:,,-ces that are 

threat erring to the Soviet leadership. The last issue 

discussed was Soviet yc::=t h. it is the issue that 

er, co .~.passes all t~e. ::,t ~,er =o~cer-r~s arid ~s. ~,~,*=~.~ ial l y ~  - ~ --~ the 

~ost serious to the Soviet leadership. The Soviets 

c:,r, tir:ua!Zy mer~tior~ t~ s'.t~.zeptibiiity o ~  yo~th to forei~.~ 

=,_~lt,=r_~ ._~rd li~_=styles o$ the West are 

y,::..;r~Qer ser;e:~ati,:.r:s ar:d yet the efforts 

:.2eol:,~izaily st:'e~gther: ar:d isolate the 

_=rha~ae t'-:e desire ar, d ~a.]~.i =y the 

i:-,te--_=st ._-,= youth ir~ Wesberr. ,,.ays. 

pr.z, pa 3a?~d a. The 

pr:z, vocative to t~.e 

of the ~';-_.viets to 

y.-=. , ._ i th or:l/ seen! t , :  

i~ a closed society 

a=ti,_nns of the rmz, st 

c l e f  i t ,  i t = _  c o ~ , c e r r .  , : ~  - - . _ - .  __-.--'-- .. ! = o :  ` * ~ = .  , _ - = e  i s s ' . , e s . '  

obvi.r,:s fror~: t'-,ei ~- ,:.~ _ : -.v~emer;t~ that :t 

~asi=~_ _.- t:, 

at:=,u~ the h=_ba,i~z,r _~nd attit'_~des o ~ peog:e 

. . . . . . . .  _ ~ =l~ays= _~asy; ~.:~eve~', ~ . . . .  

" a  .- - . -  t 3 o - . .  i . ~ t  l e a d e r s  h a v e  = - . how ' - ,  a 

has bec._-:t:e 

explain - , = . ' . . ' _ ~ t  s--Is:a! ~roble~os by assaili-~] the 
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United States, capitalism and Western star~dards. 

Lastly we looked at the reported vehicles of #ro#a~ar, da 

intrusion into Soviet society for n~.easure of ef~ectiver~ess 

of western ideas t,:, hLtrtle the i:'o.~, cu.~-tain. ~e!evision is 

the fear- of the ~ut,.:re ~{-t ~-adio is the r~aj,z~r ~-ulp~'it of the 

present. 

I. ~oi it izdat, Y.rat kiv ~o! it i=heskiE S! -,vat, 
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